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Bipiperidine derivatives are very efficient and selective organocatalysts in several reactions 

(e.g. Michael addition, aldol reaction).
1,2

 Synthesis of 2,2´bipiperidine
3
 is a simple one step 

reaction. Birch reduction of bipyridyl results in a 1:1 mixture of meso (R,S) and racemic 

isomers (S,S and R,R) of bipiperidine. Racemic and meso bipiperidine were separated by 

crystallisation of the hydrobromic salt. After the formation of free racemic amine the 

enantiomers were resolved with tartaric acid. 
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